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'roposal for his Dictionary1. He certainly was mistaken ; or if c imagined at first that he was imitating Temple, he was very nsuccessful ; for nothing can be more unlike than the simplicity f Temple, and the richness of Johnson. Their styles differ s plain cloth and brocade. Temple, indeed, seems equally rroncous in supposing that he himself had formed his style pon Sandys's Vieiv of the Slate of Religion in the Western arts of the World.
The style of Johnson was, undoubtedly, much formed upon hat of the great writers in the last century, Hooker, Bacon, iandcrson, Hakewell, and others; those ' GIANTS2,' as they /ere well characterised by A GREAT PERSONAGE3, whose
re not troubled ; arc content, be-ause they think little of it; and celt their happiness in the common ascs and commodities of life, or the icrease of riches ; not amusing iicmselvcs with the more speculative ontrivanccs of passion, or refinements of pleasure.' Ib. p. 170. They send abroad the best of their \vn butter into all parts, and buy he cheapest out of Ireland, or the orth of England, for their own use. n short they furnish infinite luxury /hich they never practise, and traffic a pleasures which they never taste.1 'b. p. 195. Sec post, April 9, 1778, /here Johnson says :—' Temple was he first writer who gave cadence to English prose.'
1 Dean Stanley calls Ephraim Chambers ' the Father of Cyclopedias.' Memorials of Westminster ibbey, p. 299, note. The epitaph /hich Chambers wrote for himself lie Dean gives as :—' Multis pcrvul-"atus, paucis notus, qui vitam inter uccm ct umbram, nee eruclitus nee dioiicis literis deditus, transcgit.' In he Gent. Mag. for 1740, p. 262, the ast line is given, no doubt correctly, .s :—' Ncc eruditus nee idiota, literis leditus.' The second edition of Ihambers's Cyclopcedia was published n 1738. There is no copy of his 'reposal in the British Museum or
Bodleian. The resemblance between his style and Johnson's is not great. The following passage is the most Johnsonian that I could find :— ' None of my predecessors can blame me for the use I have made of them ; since it is their own avowed practice. It is a kind of privilege attached to the office of lexicographer ; if not by any formal grant, yet by connivance at least. I have already assumed the bee for my device, and who ever brought an action of trover or trespass against that avowed free-booter ? 'Tis vain to pretend anything of property in things of this nature. To offer our thoughts to the public, and yet pretend a right reserved therein to oneself, if it be not absurd, yet it is sordid. The words we speak, nay the breath we emit, is not more vague and common than our thoughts, when divulged in print.' Chambers's Preface, p. xxiii.
* ' There were giants in the earth in those days.' Gen. vi. 4.
3AGKEAT PERSONAGEfirst appears in the second edition. In the first edition we merely find ' by one whose authority,' &c. Boswell in his Hebrides, Aug. 28, 1773, speaks of George III. as 'a Great Personage.' In his Letter to the People of Scotland (p. 90) he thus introduces an anecdote about the King and Paoli: authority,t.••,;{:,.'/' •., <ij.I
